
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 
Theme 2 

Study Group Discussion (by Norman Roberts) 
 
Two minutes of silent contemplation 
 
Call to Family, Community, and Participation 
The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society-in economics and 
politics, in law and policy directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow 
in community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be supported 
and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in 
society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and 
vulnerable. 
 

Reflection questions:  
1. What does this really mean?  
2. How is it relevant to daily life? 
3. Are marriage and the family to be supported because they are sacred, or because 

they are necessary for human dignity and growth? 
 
Breaking open the Word –  
 
For this is the message you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees 
a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?   1Jn 3:11, 17 
  

Reflection questions: 
1. What do the assigned passages have in common? 
2. What do they say about “Call to family, community, and participation? 

 
From Gaudium et Spes 

12. …But God did not create man as a solitary, for from the beginning "male and female he 
created them" (Gen. 1:27). Their companionship produces the primary form of interpersonal 
communion. For by his innermost nature man is a social being, and unless he relates himself to 
others he can neither live nor develop his potential. 

50. …Hence, while not making the other purposes of matrimony of less account, the true 
practice of conjugal love, and the whole meaning of the family life which results from it, have 
this aim: that the couple be ready with stout hearts to cooperate with the love of the Creator and 
the Savior. Who through them will enlarge and enrich His own family day by day. 

 Reflection Questions: 
1. How does a strong family “enlarge and enrich (God’s) own family?” 
1. Paul dwells at length on the sanctity of marriage. Does he give adequate weight to the 

practical necessity of strong marriage bonds for a healthy society? 
2. In the decades since Paul wrote the United States has prospered economically but 

median incomes have stagnated or declined. To what degree has the rise in single family 
households contributed to that? 

3. What obligations is Paul implying when he says “… unless (man) relates himself to others 
he can neither live nor develop his potential?” 



Readings from USCCB Documents 
 
Excerpts from Faithful Citizenship – Points for Discussion 
 
Participation: 
11. Some question whether it is appropriate for the Church to play a role in political life. 
 
13. In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life 
is a moral obligation. 
 
14. We are called to bring together our principles and our political choices, our values and our 
votes, to help build a better world. 
 
15. “The Church cannot and must not take upon herself the political battle to bring about the 
most just society possible. She cannot and must not replace the State. Yet at the same time she 
cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice.” Pope Benedict XVI, Deus 
Caritas Est, (no. 28) 
 
16. Catholic lay women and men can become actively involved: running for office; working 
within political parties; communicating their concerns and positions to elected officials; and 
joining diocesan social mission or advocacy networks, state Catholic conference initiatives, 
community organizations, and other efforts to apply authentic moral teaching in the public 
square. 
 
Community: 
20. Catholics may choose different ways to respond to compelling social problems, but we 
cannot differ on our moral obligation to help build a more just and peaceful world through 
morally acceptable means, so that the weak and vulnerable are protected and human rights and 
dignity are defended. 
 
24. Both opposing evil and doing good are essential obligations. 
 
25. The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our neighbors--basic needs such as food, 
shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work--is universally binding on our consciences 
… Catholics must seek the best ways to respond to these needs. 
 
29. Although choices about how best to respond to … compelling threats to human life and 
dignity are matters for principled debate and decision, this does not make them optional 
concerns or permit Catholics to dismiss or ignore Church teaching on these important issues. 
Clearly not every Catholic can be actively involved on each of these concerns, but we need to 
support one another as our community of faith defends human life and dignity wherever it is 
threatened. 
 
31. Those who knowingly, willingly, and directly support public policies or legislation that 
undermine fundamental moral principles cooperate with evil. 
 
32. Pope John Paul II taught that when a government official who fully  
opposes abortion cannot succeed in completely overturning a pro-abortion law,  
he or she may work to improve protection for unborn human life, "limiting the  
harm done by such a law" and lessening its negative impact as much as possible  
(Evangelium Vitae, no. 73). 



33. Prudential judgment is also needed in applying moral principles to specific  
policy choices in areas such as the war in Iraq, housing, health care, immigration,  
and others… The judgments and recommendations that we make as bishops on specific issues 
do not carry the same moral authority as statements of universal moral teachings. Nevertheless, 
the Church's guidance on these matters is an essential resource for Catholics as they determine 
whether their own moral judgments are consistent with the Gospel and with Catholic teaching. 
 
Family: 
70. The family is the basic cell of human society. The role, responsibilities, and needs of  
families should be central national priorities. 
 
Marriage must be defined, recognized, and protected as a lifelong commitment between a man 
and a woman, and as the source of the next generation and the protective haven for children. 
 
Wages should allow workers to support their families, and public assistance should be available 
to help poor families to live in dignity. Such assistance should be provided in  
a manner that promotes eventual financial autonomy. 
 
72. Parents--the first and most important educators--have a fundamental right to  
choose the education best suited to the needs of their children, including public,  
private, and religious schools. 
 
Government, through such means as tax credits and publicly funded scholarships, should help 
provide resources for parents, especially those of modest means, to exercise this basic right 
without discrimination. 
 
Students in all educational settings should have opportunities for moral and character 
formation. 
 
Goals for Political Life: 
90. Define the central institution of marriage as a union between one man and one woman, and 
provide better support for family life morally, socially, and economically, so that our nation 
helps parents raise their children with respect for life, sound moral values, and an ethic of 
stewardship and responsibility. 
 
Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that secures our borders, treats immigrant workers 
fairly, offers an earned path to citizenship, respects the rule of law, and addresses the factors 
that compel people to leave their own countries. 
 
Help families and children overcome poverty: ensuring access to and choice in education, as 
well as decent work at fair, living wages and adequate assistance for the vulnerable in our 
nation, while also helping to overcome widespread hunger and poverty around the world, 
especially in the areas of development assistance, debt relief, and international trade. 
 

Reflection questions: 
1. US Catholic Bishops have taken official positions on some of the most contentious social 

and political issues of our day, including immigration, gay marriage, and most strongly 
right to life. What are the obligations of Catholic voters regarding those positions?   

2. Politicians often respond when prevailing public opinion is clear. What are some ways 
we could influence our fellow citizens on issues that are important to us? 

3. US Bishops believe family life is under assault in our nation. Is this true? In what ways? 



4. Which of the bishops’ goals are not receiving the public attention they deserve? 
 
Readings from the Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 
2210  
The importance of the family for the life and well-being of society entails a particular 
responsibility for society to support and strengthen marriage and the family. Civil authority 
should consider it a grave duty "to acknowledge the true nature of marriage and the family,       
to protect and foster them, to safeguard public morality, and promote domestic prosperity." 
 
2211  
The political community has a duty to honor the family, to assist it, and to ensure especially: 

• the freedom to establish a family, have children, and bring them up in keeping 
with the family's own moral and religious convictions; 

• the protection of the stability of the marriage bond and the institution of the 
family; 

• the freedom to profess one's faith, to hand it on, and raise one's children in it, 
with the necessary means and institutions; 

• the right to private property, to free enterprise, to obtain work and housing, and 
the right to emigrate; 

• in keeping with the country's institutions, the right to medical care, assistance for 
the aged, and family benefits; 

• the protection of security and health, especially with respect to dangers like 
drugs, pornography, alcoholism, etc.; 

• the freedom to form associations with other families and so to have 
representation before civil authority. 

Reflection question: 
Many people, including Catholics believe the church should stay out of politics. Are these 
passages from the catechism unreasonable intrusions? 

 
 
Call to action – what should we (personally, family, parish, community) be doing about the 
Catholic call to family, community, and participation? 
 
Closing Prayer: 
 
Prayer for community –Martin L. Krier Mich, The Challenge and Spirituality of Catholic Social 
Teaching or one of choice. 
 
 


