
““““Here I am! I stand at the door and knock…”Here I am! I stand at the door and knock…”Here I am! I stand at the door and knock…”Here I am! I stand at the door and knock…”    Rev. 3:20    
 

OBJECTIVE: 
To proclaim Jesus Christ, reflection of the Father’s love, who wishes us to live in unity and harmony with 
one another; to encourage those with whom we come into contact to catch the spark of God’s steadfast, 
boundless, and deeply personal love. 
 
 A SIMPLE GUIDE FOR HOME VISIT MISSIONARIES 
Our mission requires a serious commitment.  It will not always be easy, but with the power and presence     
of the Holy Spirit it will be possible. The Holy Spirit will guide us and will allow us to speak in God’s 
name.   We remember the words of Jesus, “Do not fear; I will be with you until the end of the world.”  
That includes now.   Let us prepare to experience one of the greatest of mission joys;  that of reaching out 
to others in Jesus’ name.  God calls us, sends us and strengthens us as we humbly proclaim the Good 
News. 
 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN EACH DAY 
 We always pray together before leaving the parish to mission on the streets. 

Take time to pray asking for the grace of the Holy Spirit.  Each time we enter a home we are 
walking on “holy ground”, just as Moses did when he came near to the burning bush. 
 

AS YOU VISIT OUR PARISH FAMILIES REMEMBER 
 To listen as Jesus did.  Mark 9: 14-29 
 To be welcoming as Jesus was. Mark. 10” 14-16 
 To adapt to the circumstances in which you find yourself.  Mark 10: 46-51 
 To discover God at work in something as simple as a conversation.   Mark 12: 41-44 
 
WHAT TO TAKE WITH YOU         “Always go in twos!” 
Take along what you plan to use:  For example, a list of addresses and family names, visible ID badge as a 
parish member, the Bible, holy water, picture of the Sacred Heart, rosary, or other gifts to be left in the 
home, the Blessing Prayer for the family, copies of the Sunday Bulletin, registration forms for Religious 
Formation classes, parish registration forms, pre-prepared letters to leave a the homes that do not 
respond, several pens, if possible some drawings to leave for the children to color, etc. And always a 
pleasant smile! 
 
THE GREETING 
When someone opens the door to you, greet him/her with these or similar words: 
 May God’s blessing come to this home! 

We come in good will in the name of the Lord and the Cathedral parish to share with   you for a 
few minutes if you have time. 
If it seems like a good idea make a spontaneous prayer for the family before you begin to 
converse: “Let’s invite Jesus into our conversation…: 
Fix your attention on the person/s, not on the home situation. 
You might need to invite the family to turn down or turn off the TV. 
All conversations/situations remain confidential. 

 
POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO STIMULATE CONVERSATION 
 If you ask a question give the family time to answer as they wish. 
 Do not dominate the conversation.   
 Ask your questions in conversation not as interrogation. 
 
Some suggestions: 
 Is your faith important to you?  Why? Or I know your faith is important to you.  Why? 
 How important would you like your faith to be with your family members? 



Who taught you to pray? This can lead to some beautiful remembrances and rich conversations. 
 Do you pray as a family? 
 When do you pray? 
 What do you pray about? 
 Or…Do you think you could begin to pray together as a family starting today? 

Did you ever have a religious experience that you would like to share—for example a time when 
you felt close to God…the Church… to Jesus? 

 
POSSIBLE BIBLE READINGS FOR CERTAIN NEEDS (choose one) 
After listening you might choose a reading related the conversation or use another 
scripture.                                                                                                                                                                            
(Write your own key words next to the verses to help you quickly find the one you want to use) 
 
1 Gratitude Ps. 138 Lk. 17:11-19 
2 Need for courage Lk. 12:32-34 Jn. 14:1-14 
3 Need for prayer Jn. 12-14 Mt. 7: 7-11 
4 Need for love Phil. 1: 7-11 Jn. 15”15 
5 Need for hope Mt. 5: 1-10 Mt. 28:20 
6 Need for Confidence Jn 16: 22-24 Mt. 6: 28-34 
7 Spirit of joy Phil. 4: 4-9 Ps. 23 
8 Need for forgiveness Mt. 9: 1-13 Mc. 11; 24-25 
9 Desire to follow Jesus Lk.9:23-26 Mk. 10:46-52 
10 Need for healing Jas. 5:13-16 Mk. 5: 25-43 

 
OR 

Make up your own list using your favorite readings 
Let the Spirit guide you as you choose a reading according to the needs of the family you visit. 
 
Go over the activities of the parish using the Sunday bulletin.  Invite the family to participate. 
Encourage them to come to worship with the community at Sunday Mass 
Ask about the children and Religious Education classes.   
Invite the parents to register their children.              
If time permits have them fill out the registration forms on the spot. Be sure to have enough in your bag. 
If the family is not registered in the parish you might explain its importance. Encourage them to register. 
 
Take time to bless the home using the Prayer For  The Family or read the prayer together then bless 
the home.  You could also make up your own prayer.  Bless the rooms that are visible and invite the 
family member to bless the rest of the home so as not to infringe on their privacy although sometimes 
you might be invited to enter each room. Graciousness and respect for the family’s privacy always comes 
first.  Sometimes you might be asked to bless their car.   
Or you could read the prayer with the family while your partner blesses the home. 
 
AN ALTERNATE BLESSING UPON LEAVING             Numbers. 6 24-26 
Pray the Our Father and Hail Mary (if possible, join hands) then continue: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you! 
The Lord let his face shine upon your, 

And be gracious to you! 
The Lord look upon you kindly 

And give you peace! 
                              

In the name of the Father and of the Son 
                 and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.      

   


