
9 b.   Script to Accompany Power Point:  “Spirituality for Pastoral Councils” 
 
Slides #1 to 3 (no additional script) 
 
Slide #4  
 
Rooted in our Baptism:  our first community is the Trinity; this sacrament defines 
who we are and whose we are!  Like Jesus, we are called the beloved son or daughter.  It 
is here that we are invited to embrace his mission and be his followers.  We are called as 
servants of God’s people.   
 
o Believe passionately in who you are!    
o Be present, visible, let people know who you are.   
o We are servant leaders – there is no room for elitism.   
o We are council members 24/7.   
 
Centered in the Word of God:   Jesus is the Word – we must be engaged with the 
Gospel if we want to really know Jesus.   
 
Jesus read his mission from Isaiah:  Open the hearts of the blind, etc.  (Luke 12).   
Pray the scriptures (a) for yourself for at least 10 minutes daily, and (b) for the parish.   
 
o What does this gospel say to use as a parish?   
o How can we move toward transformation?   
o Where are the parish aspects that need reflection and action?   
o Are we mission driven, as Jesus was, and not project driven?   
o How do we do it?   
o Are we deaf by choice of nature?   
o What needs to be liberated?   
o Are there any missing voices in our parish that need to be listened to? 
 
It is Incarnational:   God is revealed in ordinary stuff, sacramentally – in bread, n 
creation, we use light, the senses, smells and bells, to encounter God.  Every moment is 
sacramental.  We are called to be discerners.   
 
o How do we read God’s presence in what is going on in our parish?   
o That is hard work because we all have prejudices, blinders on!  
 
Slide #5 
 
We have definite practices:   
o The Eucharist is #1 (“Source and Summit” LG)  
o Outreach is #2 – a fundamental option for the poor.  My spirituality has to be more 

than feeling good about my religion – Catholic Social Teaching is essential.   
o #3 – the reason the Church even exists is for evangelization – and we have the 

richness of our traditions to focus us spiritually.  Model care for the marginalized.  
Be leaders in evangelization.  



Slide #6 
 
o As a Christian community, the parish council is not only composed of members with 

their own faith life but is, itself, a community of shared faith and shared prayer. To 
build the trust that is necessary to share their parish leadership together, members 
can learn to share their faith together.  

o As each shares the joys and struggles of living his/her commitment to become 
"another Christ," the other members will be touched and grow in their own faith and 
sense of community of faith.  

o Many people find sharing faith, let alone sharing prayer, difficult; we are not used to 
it. It is not in our background. And yet, almost everyone who has experienced a 
gentle sharing of faith or prayer finds it nourishing and something to come back to.  

o This kind of in-depth sharing is the most basic way of proclaiming the Good News. 
We proclaim that Jesus is active in the world. We know it because we have 
experienced Christ's presence in our own lives. We proclaim that his touch calls forth 
a response, and we show it by our shared prayer. 

o But because these experiences are new to many people, it is well to go slowly and 
gently.  

 
Slide #7  
 
o Our lives are filled with sacraments, with occasions when God touches us in a special 

way. We as a Christian community come together on Sundays, to celebrate God's 
activity in and around us.   But our Sacramental celebrations are only as deep as our 
everyday lived faith. 

o Gathered around the parish council table, we discern how our parish can be a place 
of nourishment for its members and for its surrounding community. As the gathered 
Body of Christ, we are a sign of unity and love. 

 
Slide #8 
 
Days of retreat or recollection are ways of building community.  As we share faith and 
pray together at our monthly meetings, we strengthen our bonds of charity between 
ourselves and we move beyond our own space to reach out to others in the parish and 
beyond. 
 
Slides #9 and 10 (no additional commentary) 
 
Slide #11 
 
The primary call of parish council members is not so much to do more for the parish but 
rather to become more for the parish, to become the Christ people to which their 
baptismal promises have committed them.  
 
 
 
 



Slide #12 
 
This is not just a metaphor, like being "another Hank Aaron" means being a good 
ballplayer. It is literally true. When St. Paul writes, "I live now, not I, but Christ lives in 
me," he is telling us that our Christian faith is a religion of transformation. God wants to 
transform us at the center of our being, the core of our own personality, into his Son 
Jesus.  
 
Slides #13, 14, 15 (no additional commentary) 
 
Slide #16 
 
Let us conclude and go forth to carry out our mission with some intercessory prayer. 
(Distribute Handout 9 a.) 


