
PETITIONER QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The following questions, while lengthy and detailed, are intended to give the complete 
background of the total relationship of the parties to the marriage now being questioned.  On 
separate paper, answer all of the following questio ns in detail, being sure the answer for 
each question has its appropriate number.  [Please type or print clearly.]  
 
Courtship  
 
1. How did you become acquainted with your former spouse?  (Please provide dates and 

places.) 
 
2. When did you begin dating each other, and how often did you date?  Please briefly 

describe your relationship with your former spouse during the time of dating.  How did 
you get along while dating?  What did you do on your dates?  How long did you date 
before you decided to marry? 

 
3. Before you met each other, how much dating was done with others by each of you?  

Were either of you previously engaged or married? If so, explain the reason for the 
breakup. 

 
4. How long were you and your former spouse engaged to one another prior to your 

marriage? 
 
5. Were you or your former spouse prior to the marriage  exposed to any abuse in this 

relationship or any other relationship, (i.e., alcohol, drug, sexual, emotional or physical)? 
 
6. After your engagement, did you date only each other?  If not, give details. 
 
7A. Were there any breakups during your courtship or engagement.  If so, please explain in 

detail. 
 
7B. Who initiated the reconciliation and why? 
 
8. Prior to marriage: (a) did you receive any instructions about marriage (i.e., from a priest, 

minister, counselor, pre-Cana)?  (b) What was the reaction of each of you to the 
instructions?  (c) What role did religion play in your lives at that time?  (d) Were you 
practicing your religion at the time of the marriage? 

 
9. Were there any special problems or unusual circumstances during the courtship or the 

days just before the marriage?  If so, please describe them. 
 
10. Did either of you have any grave or serious doubts or reservations about the marriage or 

each other before you married?  If so, please explain. 
 
11. Did either of you place any conditions on the marriage?  If so, please explain. 
 
12. Did anyone advise you against the marriage?  If so, please explain who and why? 
 
13. What part did each of you play in planning your wedding?  Did anyone interfere with your 

plans? 
 



14. Was there pre-marital sexual activity?  Was this your first sexual partner?  Did you have 
any sexual involvement with others during your engagement?  Did you use 
contraception? 

 
14A. Did this in any way influence your decision to marry your former spouse?  If so, how? 
 
Wedding and Marriage  
 
15. Did anything unusual happen on the day of the wedding?  On the honeymoon?  If so 

please explain. 
 
16. Was your marriage entered into with mutual love?  If not, please explain. 
 
17. Were there any special problems in your sexual relationship with each other in your 

marriage?  If so, please explain. 
 
18. Was the marriage contracted freely?  If there was any force or fear, internal or external 

pressure, such as, cultural, social, or family pressure, please explain in detail.  For 
example, who applied it, why, what kind of force. 

 
19. Regarding your intentions about permanence  of marriage, please answer these 

questions in as much detail as possible. 
 

A. At the time of the marriage, did you and your former spouse intend a permanent 
life-long union until death?  If not, explain what you intended? 

 
B. At the time of the marriage, did either of you envision a set of circumstances 

which, if they came to pass, would end the marriage with the right to marry 
again? 

 
C. At the time of the marriage, did either of you believe that a spouse can decide to 

end a marriage if he/she is unhappy or unfulfilled with the right to marry again? 
 
D. When problems became intolerable, why was divorce chosen? 
 
E. Was there a pre-nuptial agreement?  (If so, please provide a copy.) 
 
F. Do you see a difference between “hoping” your marriage will last forever and 

“intending” your marriage to last forever?  Did you “hope” or “intend” permanence 
in your marriage? 

 
G. Do you believe that divorce was a viable option in your marriage? 

 
20. Regarding your intentions about children  please answer the following questions in as 

much detail as possible. 
 

A. Before the marriage, were there any discussions, agreements or disagreements 
regarding children? If yes, what were the results of the discussions? 

 
B. If  you were married in a Catholic ceremony, did either of you have any problems 

with your children being raised Catholic? 
 



C. In entering marriage, how serious were you and your former spouse about 
having children? 

 
D. At the time of the marriage, did either of you: 
 
  (1) intend to delay having children? 
  (2) permanently exclude children? 
 
E. What means, if any, were used to avoid conception?  Was contraception always 

used?  Would either of you refuse to have intercourse without a form of 
contraception?  Was intercourse ever open to conception?   

 
F. Did either of you undergo some surgical procedure, such as a vasectomy or tubal 

ligation, as a contraceptive measure?  Who?  When?  How was this decision 
made?  Why? 

 
G. If children were excluded, why were they excluded?  Did goals, values, and 

aspects of lifestyle or career conflict with parenthood?  If so, what and why? 
 
21. Please answer these questions regarding your intentions about  fidelity  in the marriage 

in as much detail as possible. 
 

A. At the time of the marriage, did you both intend to commit yourselves to only one 
another for life?  If not, what did you intend? 

 
B. At the time of the marriage, what did you understand “marital fidelity” or “being 

faithful” to mean? 
 
C. At the time of the marriage, did either of you ever discuss giving each other the 

freedom to see others during the marriage?  If so, please explain. 
 
D. At the time of the marriage, did either of you envision a situation when it would be 

acceptable to have sexual relations with another person?  For example, to 
retaliate for infidelity by your former spouse, if one of the parties was unwilling or 
unable to have sexual intercourse, etc.? 

 
E. Were both of you, in fact, faithful to each other?  If not, please give details about 

when infidelity began, how often it occurred, etc.  Why did this happen? 
 
22. Regarding your intentions about the  covenant/partnership  between each other, 

please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible. 
 

A. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage, did you intend to be 
honest with your former spouse about your family background? 

 
B. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage, did you intend to give 

your former spouse the right to equality in mutual decision making? 
 
C. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage, did you intend to 

honestly communicate your true feelings to your former spouse? 
 
D. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage, did you intend to give 

to your former spouse the right to a sharing of responsibilities and mutual help? 



 
E. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage, did you intend to give 

your former spouse the right to mutual respect, which would exclude any type of 
abuse of each other (e.g., physical, sexual, mental, or emotional)? 

 
23. Can you give some general idea of what your daily, married life was like before you 

began to have problems in the marriage? 
 
24. Was this the first marriage for each of you?  If not, please give details regarding any 

problems in the previous marriages.  Why it/they failed? 
 
Separation and Divorce  
 
25. Were you happy in the early part of your marriage?  If so, why?  How long? 
 
26. Over what issues did problems first arise in the marriage?  Please specify issues and at 

what point in the marriage these issues arose? 
 
27. What were your main complaints regarding your former spouse as a husband and father 

or wife and mother? 
 
28. What were his/her main complaints about you as a spouse and/or parent? 
 
29. How long were you officially married, from the wedding day to the divorce? 
 
30. In retrospect, what would you say were the factors that helped you remain in the 

marriage? 
 
31. When and over what did the first separation occur?  Please be as specific as possible 

with dates and issues. 
 
32. When and why did the final separation take place?  Please be as specific as possible 

with dates and issues. 
 
33. Please give details of any other separations.  How and why did you get back together?  

Please specify dates and issues. 
 
34. At any time did you discuss your marital problems with a professional person, counselor, 

priest, doctor or agency?  Did you seek individual or joint counseling?  (Please provide 
name and address of any professional.) 

 
35. When were statements first made about a possible divorce?  If you believed in the 

permanence of marriage, why did this marriage end in divorce? 
 
36. Who initiated the divorce process and why? 
 
37. Who received the custody of the children, if any?  Have there been any changes in the 

custody arrangements?  Are all of your civil and moral obligations to your former spouse 
and your children being met? 

 
38. Has your former spouse remarried?  If so, please give the name, religion, and previous 

marital status of his/her present spouse. 
 



Your Former Spouse’s Childhood and Adolescence  
 
39. Give a complete background regarding your former spouse’s family, by providing details 

in the following areas of his/her family of origin: 
 
 A. Father’s personality and his or her relationship with them. 
 B. Mother’s personality and his or her relationship with her. 
 C. Parent’s relationship with each other. 
 D. Your former spouse’s relationship with brothers and sisters. 
 E. Presence of any abuse in your former spouse’s family system. 
 F. Use of alcohol and/or drugs in the home as he/she grew up. 
 G. Any addictive behaviors, (i.e., drug, alcohol, gambling, food, sexual, etc)? 

H. Any notable traumatic events in the family/home, (i.e., molestation, deaths/ 
division in immediate family, loss of home or job(s), accidents)? 

I. Education (highest level of education completed). 
J. Military experience. 
K. Any problems with the law?  Describe the problem and the outcome. 
L. Any siblings married and/or divorced? 
M. Any siblings with significant personal problems, (i.e., alcohol and/or drug abuse, 

multiple marriages, etc)? 
N. Anything else of significance about his/her background? 

 
40. Please give the occupational history of your former spouse, including reasons for 

changing jobs. 
 
41. Before  the marriage, was there any: 
 

A. Abnormal behavior or indication of a mental, emotional, or nervous disorder on 
the part of your former spouse? 

B. Problem with alcohol or drug abuse or other addictive behaviors on the part of 
your former spouse? 

C. Mental or physical abuse or any type of abusive behavior on the part of your 
former spouse? 

 
If so, when and please give specific  examples. 

 
42. During  the marriage, was there any: 
 

A. Abnormal behavior or indication of a mental, emotional, or nervous disorder on 
the part of your former spouse?  If so, what type and when was it first noticed. 

B. Problem with alcohol or drug abuse or any addictive behavior on the part of your 
former spouse? 

C. Mental or physical abuse or any abusive behavior on the part of your former 
spouse? 

 
If so, when and please give specific  examples. 

 
43. Did he/she ever undergo any psychiatric, psychological or professional counseling?  If 

so, give complete details as to the names of doctors, places, reasons, treatment, results, 
etc. 

 
44. Did he or she receive less than honorable discharge from military service?  If so, please 

explain. 



 
45. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage in your opinion, did your former 

spouse: 
 
A. Exercise good judgment? 
B. Learn from mistakes? 
C. Practice good problem-solving skills? 
D. Exercise responsibility with finances? 
E. Act foolishly or impulsively? 
F. Overreact to situations? 
G. Seek inordinate amount of attention? 
H. Excessively depend on others (i.e., parents, friends, spouse)? 
I. Become extremely optimistic or pessimistic for trivial reasons? 
J. Make your relationship a priority? 
 
If any of the above applies, please give complete details. 
 

46. Was he/she able to plan for the future, or was he/she only concerned with the present 
time?  Please explain. 
 

47. How did he/she get along with others (i.e., family, friends, co-workers, etc.)? 
 

48. Which of the following descriptions do you believe were true about your former spouse 
at the time you married?  List all that apply.  
 
□ Childish 
□ Selfish 
□ High-Strung 
□ Jealous 
□ Shy 
□ Loner 
□ People-Pleaser 
□ Saw Self as Victim 
□ Care-Free 
□ Naïve 
□ Self-Important 
 
 

□ Sheltered 
□ Ignored Problems 
□ Smoothed Over Problems 
□ Liked Excitement & Fun 
□ Spoiled 
□ Perfectionist 
□ Possessive 
□ Depressed 
□ Secretive 
□ Manipulative 
□ Fearful 
 
 

□ Unhappy 
□ Unable to Perceive Reality 
      Accurately 
□ Bad/Quick Tempered 
□ Moody 
□ Violent 
□ Sociable 
□ Responsible 
□ Mature 
□ Other 
 

49. What is his/her present  mental or emotional condition? 
 
50. As you reflect now, do you think he/she evidenced serious immaturity at the time of the 

marriage?  If so, why? 
 
Your Childhood and Adolescence  
 
51. Give complete details about your own background by providing details in the following 

areas of your family of origin: 
 
 A. Father’s personality and your relationship with him. 
 B. Mother’s personality and your relationship with her. 
 C. Parent’s relationship with each other. 
 D. Your relationship with brothers and sisters. 
 E. Presence of any abuse in the family system. 



 F. Use of alcohol and/or drugs in the home while growing up. 
 G. Any addictive behaviors, (i.e., drug, alcohol, gambling, food, sexual, etc)? 

H. Any notable traumatic events in the family/home, (i.e., molestation, deaths/ 
division in immediate family, loss of home or job(s), accidents)? 

I. Education (highest level of education completed). 
J. Military experience. 
K. Any problems with the law?  Describe the problem and the outcome. 
L. Any siblings married and/or divorced? 
M. Any siblings with significant personal problems, (i.e., alcohol and/or drug abuse, 

multiple marriages, etc)? 
N. Anything else of significance about your family background? 

 
52. Please give your occupational history, including reasons for changing jobs. 
 
53. Before  the marriage, was there any: 
 

A. Abnormal behavior or indication of a mental, emotional, or nervous disorder on 
your part? 

B. Problem with alcohol or drug abuse or other addictive behaviors on your part? 
C. Mental or physical abuse or any type of abusive behavior on the your part? 
 
If so,  when and please give specific  examples. 

 
54. During  the marriage, was there any: 
 

A. Abnormal behavior or indication of a mental, emotional, or nervous disorder on 
your part?  If so, what type and when was it first noticed. 

B. Problem with alcohol or drug abuse or any addictive behavior on your part? 
C. Mental or physical abuse or any abusive behavior on your part? 
 
If so, when and please give specific  examples. 

 
55. Did you ever undergo any psychiatric, psychological or professional counseling?  If so, 

give complete details as to the names of doctors, places, reasons, treatment, results, 
etc. 

 
56. Did you receive a less than honorable discharge from military service?  If so, please 

explain. 
 
57. During your engagement and at the time of the marriage in your opinion, did you: 

 
A. Exercise good judgment? 
B. Learn from mistakes? 
C. Practice good problem-solving skills? 
D. Exercise responsibility with finances? 
E. Act foolishly or impulsively? 
F. Overreact to situations? 
G. Seek inordinate amount of attention? 
H. Excessively depend on others (i.e., parents, friends, spouse)? 
I. Become extremely optimistic or pessimistic for trivial reasons? 
J. Make your relationship a priority? 
 
If any of the above applies, please give complete details. 
 



58. Were you able to plan for the future, or were you only concerned with the present time?  
Please explain. 
 

59. How did you get along with others (i.e., family, friends, co-workers, etc.)? 
 

60. Which of the following descriptions do you believe were true about you at the time you 
married?  List all that apply.  
 
□ Childish 
□ Selfish 
□ High-Strung 
□ Jealous 
□ Shy 
□ Loner 
□ People-Pleaser 
□ Saw Self as Victim 
□ Care-Free 
□ Naïve 
□ Self-Important 
 
 

□ Sheltered 
□ Ignored Problems 
□ Smoothed Over Problems 
□ Liked Excitement & Fun 
□ Spoiled 
□ Perfectionist 
□ Possessive 
□ Depressed 
□ Secretive 
□ Manipulative 
□ Fearful 
 
 

□ Unhappy 
□ Unable to Perceive Reality 
      Accurately 
□ Bad/Quick Tempered 
□ Moody 
□ Violent 
□ Sociable 
□ Responsible 
□ Mature 
□ Other 
 
 
 

61. What is your present  mental or emotional condition? 
 
62. As you reflect now, do you think you were mature at the time of the marriage?  If so, why? 
 
63. Did you or your former spouse intend to marry someone possessing specific 

qualities/values and later discover that these qualities/values were not present?  If so, 
please explain. 

 
64. Were you or your former spouse deceived by the other?  Was the deception designed for 

the marriage to occur? 
 
Conclusion  
 
65. In a brief statement, why do you believe that your marriage is invalid? 
 
66. For what reason are you initiating this investigation? 
 
67. Is there any other information you think the Tribunal should have that has not been asked 

in this questionnaire?  If so, please explain. 
 
 


