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Who:  Parish staff, school faculty, diocesan 

staff. catechists, parish councils 
 

Content:  The presentation will introduce the 

concept of culture and its implication in our missions 
as evangelizers.  As the Hispanic population continues 
to grow in our dioceses, there are efforts being made 
by the dioceses to welcome them into the Church.  
Based on this reality, the participants will reflect on 
the efforts made to welcome other ethnic groups in 
their communities and future steps to continue this 
goal. 
 
The four-hour workshop is designed to be presented 
as one unit.  However, it can be adapted into two 
units of a two-hour sessions if needed.   

Introduction:   
 In response to the emerging needs of 
the multicultural Church and Society in the 
United States, the staff of the Office for His-
panic Ministry in Camden and the Catholic In-
stitute for Evangelization of the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia designed this seminar as a tool for 
faith communities as they develop and imple-
ment processes for multicultural understanding 
and systemic change within their communities.  
Success in bringing cultures together demands a 
liberating journey through acquisition of cross-
cultural skills and critical reflection steeped in 
Gospel values and spirituality. This is only the 
beginning of a series of steps as we make the 
journey into becoming more welcoming and 
inclusive.   The guidelines and resources may be 
used with any ethnic group; even though some 
of the presentations focus especially in the real-
ity of the Hispanic people. 
 

Purpose:  Support faith communities 

in their efforts to reach out to another ethnic 
group (highlighting the Hispanic) in a spirit of 
Gospel inclusion. 

Growing Into Cultural 
Awareness: Becoming Fully the 

Body of Christ 

“Blessed are you, Lord, King of  
all creation. Through your good-
ness, we live in this land that you 
have so richly blessed. Help us al-
ways to recognize our blessings come 
from you and remind us to share 
them with others, especially those 
who come to us from other lands.  
Help us to be generous, just, and 
welcoming as you have been and are 

generous to us.  
Amen.” 
USCCB 

Agenda 
 
15 min  Introduction and  
  greetings 
30 min  Opening ritual  
60 min  A. Reflection and  
  dialogue 
                             B. Presentation on Culture 
15 min  Break 
40 min  Presentation:   
  Faith and Culture 
                             Time for comments and  
  questions 
60 min  Presentation:   
  Blessing and Invitation 
                            Time for questions 
  comments  
20 min  Closing ritual 
 

This project has been made possible with the support of 
our offices.  A free will offering will be welcomed in 
order to continue the efforts to develop other workshops. 


